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understand some, 60 per cent, of sentences like those in the first
column, though not without assistance. But at this age the lower
quartile score was 7 (==35 per cent.), which means that one-
quarter of the school leavers can probably make very little
meaning out of some 65 per cent, of sentences like those in the
first column; and every year half a million at least leave at this
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stage of development. On the other hand, it is gratifying to
find that an additional period at school at this extremely critical
age appears to have a marked effect, since the median is 15
at fourteen years nine months, while at fifteen years three
months it would no doubt be in the neighbourhood of 17 or
1 8 (i.e., 85 per cent, to 95 per cent, of the total possible score).
These figures indicate clearly what so many teachers feel to
be true, that the education of the senior school child ceases
just as it is becoming really effective and producing its
intended result, Another year at school would make all the
difference between the literacy which we aim at and the semi-
illiteracy (and gullibility that goes with it) which mu$t often
seem more dangerous than the complete illiteracy which it has
displaced,